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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1. 1 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tine fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/1/2010 has been entered. 

2. This communication is in response to Application No. 1 0/532470 filed on 
4/22/2005. The amendment presented on 10/1/2010, which amends claims 3 and 14, 
cancels claim 16, and adds new claims 20 and 21 , is hereby acknowledged. Claims 1- 
1 5 and 1 7-21 have been examined. 

Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 15 recites the limitation "said first item" in line 12. There is insufficient 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. The amendment presented on 1 0/1 /201 0 amending claim 1 4 obviates the 
outstanding 35 USC 101 rejections, and they are hereby withdrawn. 

Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1 -3, 5-1 5, 1 7-1 9, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Durden et al. (hereinafter Durden)(U.S. Pub. No. 2004/0261099) in 
view of Matz (U.S. Pub. No. 2004/0261096), and further in view of Sin (U.S. Pub. No. 
2004/0114052). 

Regarding claims 1 and 13-15, Durden teaches as follows: 

Methods for enabling viewers to control and manage the presentation of 
programs based on specified types of rating categories and content attributes that the 
viewer desires not to be presented (see, e.g., abstract); 

an apparatus (presentation control system 26 in figure 1 ) for outputting media 
content items (see, e.g., paragraph [0043]), the apparatus comprising: 

an output device arranged to output a first media content item to a user (the 
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program content is displayed on devices such as television 28 in figure 1 , see, e.g., 
paragraph [0042]); 

a timer arranged to determine a duration of said first media content item (each 
program is divided into multiple consecutive data frames 42 in figure 2, see, e.g., 
paragraph [0044]. Therefore all frames n to m indicate a duration of the program); 

a selector arranged for receiving a command to replace said first media content 
item at a particular time while outputting said first media content item (at the second 
timestamp offset, the presentation control system switch to an alternative audio track 
indicated by the user's parental control settings, see, e.g., paragraph [0076] and table 
III); 

a time-estimating device arranged to estimate upon receipt of said command, a 
remaining time necessary for outputting a remaining part of said first media content 
item, the remaining time being measured from substantially said particular time to an 
end of the duration of said first media content item (timestamp associates program 
content and program control data with a particular time interval within a program, see, 
e.g., paragraph [0060]. Therefore, it can estimate remaining time, see, e.g., figure 3); 

any blocking and replacement that resulted from the previous timestamp can be 
reset (see, e.g., paragraph [0077] and table 3). Therefore the duration of any alternative 
or replacement is equal to the undesired number of frames; and 

the program control data contains information about other channels or streams or 
other locations where replacement program data are present. 
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Therefore, Durden does not teach of searching for the replacement media 
content item. 

IVIatz teaches as follows: 

The user may be automatically or manually provided a list of content items to 
choose from for substitution (see, e.g., paragraph [0163]); and 

the preferred substitute content is selected to correspond with the time duration 
(equivalent to applicant's remaining time) of the content that is blocked (see, e.g., 
paragraph [0165]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Durden with Matz to include providing substitute content from a local 
content storage or a server as taught by Matz in order to provide the substitute content 
based on user preference. 

Durden in view of Matz does not explicitly teach of estimating a remaining time 
for a remaining part of the first media content item. 

Sin teaches as follows: 

The remaining time of the broadcast program is determined by taking a 
difference between a current time and an end time of the broadcast program attained 
from the additional information (see, e.g., paragraph [0027]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify Durden in view of Matz with Sin to include information of 
current time and end time of the broadcast program as taught by Sin in order to 
determine the remaining time of the broadcast program. 
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Regarding claim 2, Durden does not teach of searching the second media 
content item. 

IVIatz teaches of the deficiency as presented above in claim 1 . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify Durden in view of Sin with Matz to include subtracting 
searching time from the remaining time in order to correctly estimate the actual length of 
substitute content to search. 

Regarding claim 3, Durden teaches as follows: 

Said output device is arranged to replace the remaining part of said first media 
content item with said at least one second media content item (at the second timestamp 
offset, the presentation control system switch to an alternative audio tracic indicated 
by the user's parental control settings, see, e.g., paragraph [0076] and table III). 

Regarding claim 5, Durden teaches as follows: 

A database (program data server 24 in figure 1) for maintaining durations of the 
media content items (program data server provides multiple types of programming and 
related data, see, e.g., paragraph [0042]), wherein said time estimating device is 
arranged to determine a duration of said first media content item by identifying said first 
media content item in the database (each program is divided into multiple consecutive 
data frames 42 in figure 2, see, e.g., paragraph [0044]. Therefore it can estimate the 
duration of the program). 

Regarding claim 6, Durden teaches as follows: 
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A receiver is arranged to receive broadcast media content items (data/content 
providers (14 in figure 1) wliicli may provide traditional broadcast or cable television 
programming, see, e.g., paragraph [0041]); and 

a monitoring device arranged to identify a particular broadcast media content 
item and to store in said database a duration of said particular broadcast media content 
item upon completion of receiving said particular broadcast media content item 
(timestamped delivery delivers all data for an entire program, see, e.g., paragraph 
[0050]). 

Regarding claim 7, Matz teaches as follows: 

Said search device is arranged to search for said at least one second media 
content item in the database (the load operation loads substitute content from the 
server, see, e.g., paragraph [0157] or from local content storage, see, e.g., paragraph 
[0159]). 

Therefore it is rejected for similar reason as presented above in claim 1 . 
Regarding claim 8, Matz teaches as follows: 

Said search device is arranged to establish for the first media content item being 
outputted a substitution list having at least one element indicating the at least one 
second media content item to be used for replacing said first media content item at the 
particular time of outputting said first media content item (the user may be automatically 
or manually provided a list of content items to choose from for substitution, see, e.g., 
paragraph [0163]). 

Therefore it is rejected for similar reason as presented above in claim 1 . 
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Regarding claim 9, Matz teaches as follows: 

Said search device is further arranged to select one of the second media content 
items having the duration which is substantially equal to said remaining time, based on 
user preferences of the user (the preferred substitute content is selected to correspond 
with the time duration (equivalent to applicant's remaining time) of the content that is 
blocked, see, e.g., paragraph [0165]). 

Therefore it is rejected for similar reason as presented above in claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 10, Durden teaches as follows: 

Said search device Is further arranged to indicate a dislike of the user of said first 
media content Item In the user preferences (view presentation profile, see, e.g., 
paragraph [0086] and figure 6). 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 12, Durden teaches as follows: 

The program or programming (equivalent to applicant's media content) Is any 
electronic presentation of Information such as text, audio, video, graphics, or any other 
form of multimedia (see, e.g., paragraph [0036]); and 

data/content providers (14 in figure 1) which may provide traditional broadcast or 
cable television programming (see, e.g., paragraph [0041]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill In the art at the time of the 
Invention to modify Durden in view of Matz and Sin to include radio broadcast programs 
in order to efficiently apply parental control for radio broadcasting programs. 

Regarding claim 16, Durden teaches as follows: 
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The program or programming (equivalent to applicant's media content) is any 
electronic presentation of information such as text, audio, video, graphics, or any other 
form of multimedia (see, e.g., paragraph [0036]); and 

data/content providers (14 in figure 1) which may provide traditional broadcast or 
cable television programming (see, e.g., paragraph [0041]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Durden in view of Matz and Sin to include a song as media content. 

Regarding claims 17 and 18, Durden teaches as follows: 

In response to the command, the output device is configured to interrupt 
outputting the first media content item upon expiration of a search time or finding the at 
least one second media content item (presentation control system switches to an 
alternative track if the rating s and content attributes exceed those indicated by the 
user's parental control settings, see, e.g., paragraph [0076]). 

Durden does not teach of searching for the replacement media content item. 

Matz teaches as follows: 

The user may be automatically or manually provided a list of content items to 
choose from for substitution (see, e.g., paragraph [0163]); and 

the preferred substitute content is selected to correspond with the time duration 
(equivalent to applicant's remaining time) of the content that is blocked (see, e.g., 
paragraph [0165]). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Durden in view of Sin with Matz to include providing substitute 
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content from a local content storage or a server as taught by Matz in order to provide 
the substitute content based on user preference. 

Regarding claim 19, Matz teaches as follows: 

The substitution list is renewed whenever a new first media content is outputted 
by the output device (the user may be automatically or manually provided a list of 
content items to choose from for substitution, see, e.g., paragraph [0163]); and 

the preferred substitute content is selected to correspond with the time duration 
of the content that is blocked (see, e.g., paragraph [0165]). 

Therefore it is rejected for similar reason as presented above in claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 21 , Matz teaches as follows: 

The search device is configured to search for two or more second items (the user 
may be automatically or manually provided a list of content items to choose from for 
substitution, see, e.g., paragraph [0163]) having a total duration of substantially equal to 
the remaining time for replacing the remaining part of the first media item with the two or 
more second items (the preferred substitute content is selected to correspond witli tlie 
time duration of the content that is blocked, see, e.g., paragraph [0165]). 

Therefore, it is rejected for similar reason as presented above in claim 1 . 

8. Claims 4 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Durden et al. (hereinafter Durden)(U.S. Pub. No. 2004/0261099) in view of Matz (U.S. 
Pub. No. 2004/0261096) and Sin (U.S. Pub. No. 2004/01 14052), and further in view of 
Aoki et al. (hereinafter Aoki)(U.S. Pub. No. 2003/0016253). 
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Regarding claims 4 and 20, Durden in view of Matz and Aoki does not teacii of 
fading out upon expiration of remaining time. 
Aoki teaches as follows: 

A pop-up text window and directional tips may be removed gradually after the 

designated time period has expired such that the pop-up text window and directional 
tips fade out completely when the designated time period has elapsed (see, e.g., 
paragraph [0083]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify Durden in view of Matz and Sin with Aoki to include the 
well known fade out function upon expiration of the designated time period as taught by 
Aoki in order to smoothly display two different media content consecutively. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -1 5 and 1 7-21 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeong S. Park whose telephone number is (571 )270- 
1597. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 9:00 - 5:30 
EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph E. Avellino can be reached on 571-272-3905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 - 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jeong S Park/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2454 

December 13, 2010 



